
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
A Service of Holy Communion 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 
 
 
 

 
 



	   2	  

Welcome to St James, the parish Church of Bulkington. Thank 
you for joining us today whether you are in the building or worshipping 
online. We are very glad to be with you.  
 
Holy Communion (or the Eucharist) is the central act of 
Christian worship. Through our community celebration of the 
Eucharist, we tell the story of God with his people throughout history, 
and proclaim that this God, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, is real 
among us. The season of Easter spans the fifty days to Pentecost, in 
which the Church celebrates the gloriously risen Christ. The Easter 
candle reminds us of the presence of the risen Christ. 
 
This service is being livestreamed so that as many as would 
like to can be part of our worship. 
 
 
Please give generously to support St James. You can 

-  
- Join the Parish Giving Scheme (please speak to Rev Charles 

about this) 
- Online at https://tinyurl.com/y5o6gncq 

(the QR code will take you to this page)  
- Make an electronic donation via bank 

transfer or standing order. 
- Place a cash donation (white or brown 

envelope) in the plate during the 
offertory. 
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The Gathering 
 
We are welcomed to the service: 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 
 

The Greeting  
 
The Lord be with you 
All: and also with you. 
 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
All: He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 

 
 
 

Prayer of Preparation 
 
Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Hymn – In Christ Alone 
 
1 In Christ alone my hope is found, 
 he is my light, my strength, my song; 
 this cornerstone, this solid ground, 
 firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
 What heights of love, what depths of peace, 
 when fears are stilled, when strivings cease! 
 My comforter, my all in all, 
 here in the love of Christ I stand. 
  
2 In Christ alone! - who took on flesh,  
 fullness of God in helpless babe!  
 This gift of love and righteousness,  
 scorned by the ones he came to save:  
 till on that cross as Jesus died,  
 the wrath of God was satisfied -  
 for every sin on him was laid;  
 here in the death of Christ I live. 
  
3 There in the ground his body lay,  
 light of the world by darkness slain:  
 Then bursting forth in glorious day  
 up from the grave he rose again!  
 And as he stands in victory, 
 sin's curse has lost its grip on me,  
 for I am his and he is mine -  
 bought with the precious blood of Christ. 
  
4 No guilt in life, no fear in death,  
 this is the power of Christ in me;  
 from life's first cry to final breath,  
 Jesus commands my destiny. 
 No power of hell, no scheme of man,  
 can ever pluck me from his hand;  
 till he returns or calls me home,  
 here in the power of Christ I'll stand! 
 

Stuart Townend (born 1963) and Keith Getty (born 1974) 
© 2001 Thankyou Music/Adm. by Kingswaysongs, a division of David C Cook, 

www.kingswayworship.co.uk  Used by permission. 
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Confession and Absolution 

	  
Christ died to sin once for all, and now he lives to God. 
Let us renew our resolve to have done with all that is evil 
and confess our sins in penitence and faith. 

cf Romans 6.10 

	  
We are invited to sit, as we share some quiet for reflection. 
 
All: Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy 
forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 
love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 
 

 
May the God of love and power 
forgive you and free you from your sins, 
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, 
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen. 
 

 
 
 



	   6	  

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 
We are invited to stand, as we sing: 
 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 

The Collect 
 
We spend a moment in quiet prayer and then Rev Charles prays:  
 
Risen Christ, 
faithful shepherd of your Father’s sheep: 
teach us to hear your voice 
and to follow your command, 
that all your people may be gathered into one flock, 
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to the glory of God the Father. 
All: Amen. 
 
The Liturgy of the Word 

 
Acts 9:36-43 

 
36 Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek 
is Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. 37 At that time 
she became ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid her in a room 
upstairs. 38 Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was 
there, sent two men to him with the request, ‘Please come to us without 
delay.’ 39 So Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took 
him to the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and 
showing tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with 
them. 40 Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He 
turned to the body and said, ‘Tabitha, get up.’ Then she opened her eyes, and 
seeing Peter, she sat up. 41 He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling 
the saints and widows, he showed her to be alive. 42 This became known 
throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. 43 Meanwhile he stayed in 
Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner. 
 

This is the word of the Lord 

All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Revelation 7:9-17 
9 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, 
from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before 
the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their 
hands. 10 They cried out in a loud voice, saying, 

‘Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!’ 

11 And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the 
four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and 
worshipped God, 12 singing, 
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‘Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 
and thanksgiving and honour 
and power and might 
be to our God for ever and ever! Amen.’ 

13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, ‘Who are these, robed in white, 
and where have they come from?’ 14 I said to him, ‘Sir, you are the one that 
knows.’ Then he said to me, ‘These are they who have come out of the great 
ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb. 

15 For this reason they are before the throne of God, 
    and worship him day and night within his temple, 
    and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 
16 They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 
    the sun will not strike them, 
    nor any scorching heat; 
17 for the Lamb at the centre of the throne will be their shepherd, 
    and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.’ 
 
This is the word of the Lord 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn – The Lord’s My Shepherd 
 

1 The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want. 
He makes me down to lie 
in pastures green. 
He leadeth me the quiet waters by. 
 

2 My soul he doth restore again, 
and me to walk doth make 
within the paths of righteousness, 
e’en for his own name’s sake. 
 

3 Yea, though I walk through death’s dark vale, 
yet will I fear no ill. 
For thou art with me, and thy rod 
and staff me comfort still. 
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4 My table thou hast furnishèd  
in presence of my foes, 
my head thou dost with oil anoint, 
and my cup overflows. 
 

5 Goodness and mercy all my life 
shall surely follow me. 
And in God’s house forevermore 
my dwelling-place shall be. 
 

Psalm 23 from ‘The Scottish Psalter’ (1650) 
 

 
Gospel Reading – John 10:22-30 

 
When the Gospel is announced the reader says 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
	  

22 At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was 
winter, 23 and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 24 So 
the Jews gathered around him and said to him, ‘How long will you keep us in 
suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.’ 25 Jesus answered, ‘I have told 
you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name testify to 
me; 26 but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. 27 My 
sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal 
life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my 
hand. 29 What my Father has given me is greater than all else, and no one can 
snatch it out of the Father’s hand. 30 The Father and I are one.’ 

At the end 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.     
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 

Sermon 
 

After the sermon, we share a time of quiet. 
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The Creed 
 

    We believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

 
We believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession 

 
Risen Lord, in your mercy 
All: hear our prayer 
 
At the end: 
Merciful Father, 
All: accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

 
 

The Peace 
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 

and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. 

John 20.19, 20 

 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All: and also with you. 
 

Offertory Hymn – Ye servants of God 
 
During this hymn, a collection will be taken. For digital methods of giving, 
please see p.2. 
 

1 Ye servants of God, 
your Master proclaim, 
and publish abroad 
his wonderful name; 
the name all victorious 
of Jesus extol: 
his kingdom is glorious, 
and rules over all. 
 

2 God ruleth on high, 
almighty to save; 
and still he is nigh: 
his presence we have: 
the great congregation 
his triumph shall sing, 
ascribing salvation 
to Jesus our King. 
 

3 Salvation to God 
who sits on the throne! 
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let all cry aloud, 
and honour the Son. 
The praises of Jesus 
the angels proclaim, 
fall down on their faces, 
and worship the Lamb. 
 

4 Then let us adore, 
and give him his right: 
all glory and pow’r, 
all wisdom and might, 
and honour and blessing,  
with angels above, 
and thanks never-ceasing, 
and infinite love. 
 

Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord is here 
All: His Spirit is with us 
 
Lift up your hearts  
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
Shepherding God, we praise and thank you 
because you gathered your flock around Abraham, 
and through Moses and Joshua 
you brought your sheep to a place of safety. 
 
In Jesus you came to us as a Passover Lamb 
to take away the sins of the world. 
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As our everlasting good shepherd you promise 
that those who hear your voice shall never be in want, 
for you know your sheep by name and you call us your own 
and give to each of us 
a place in the sheepfold of your kingdom, 
where angels and archangels and all the company of heaven 
sing your unending praise: 
  
  All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Sustaining God, as you lead your sheep to green pastures 
and guide them beside still waters, 
so you have led us to this table 
where in bread wine you restore our soul. 
Send down your Holy Spirit and restore your church 
Through the abundance of this sacred meal. 
 
As we remember the story of your Son’s life laid down for us, 
sanctify this bread and cup and make them be for us 
the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
 
Who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks, broke 
the bread, and gave it to them, saying, 
‘Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.’ 
 
After supper he took the cup. 
Again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
‘Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  



	   14	  

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ 
 
Great is the mystery of faith. 
All: Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come 
again. 
 
Saving God, your rod and staff comfort all who look to you in faith. 
Search out your sheep that are lost and bring them home. 
When you find them in the valley of fear, gather them in your arms. 
When they face evil in the presence of enemies, 
follow them with your goodness and mercy all the days of their lives. 
 
On that day when the shadow of death covers them,  
bring them to dwell in your house for ever. 
Shepherd us with all your saints of every age 
into your glorious presence, where we shall behold your Lamb 
in seated glory, most Holy Trinity, now and always.  
All: Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, 
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
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the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

Breaking of the Bread 
 

Jesus says, I am the bread of life, 
whoever eats this bread will live for ever. 
All: Lord, our hearts hunger for you; 

give us this bread always. 
 
All: Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 

 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 

Giving of Communion 
 
 

Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us. 
All: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
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If you are joining the service online, you might like to use this prayer: 
 

Prayer of Spiritual Communion 
 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,  
for all the benefits you have given me, 
for all the pain and insults you have borne for me. 
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, 
may I know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, 
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Merciful Father, 
you gave your Son Jesus Christ to be the good shepherd, 
and in his love for us to lay down his life and rise again: 
keep us always under his protection, 
and give us grace to follow in his steps; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen. 
 
Father of all, 
we give you thanks and praise, 
that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. 
Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 
 
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 
we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
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Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
The Dismissal 
 
We share any notices. 
 

Hymn – Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine 
 

1 Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine: 
O what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God; 
born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 
 
This is my story, this is my song, 
praising my Saviour all the day long. 
(Repeat) 
 

2 Perfect submission, perfect delight, 
visions of rapture burst on my sight; 
angels descending, bring from above 
echoes of mercy, whispers of love. 
 

3 Perfect submission, all is at rest, 
I in my Saviour am happy and blest; 
watching and waiting, looking above, 
filled with his goodness, lost in his love. 
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The Blessing 
 

God the Father, 
by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead, 
strengthen you to walk with him in his risen life; 
and the blessing … 
All: Amen. 
 
 

The Dismissal 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
All: In the name of Christ. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material 
from which is included in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000. 
Common Worship: Times and Seasons, material from which is included here, 
is copyright © The Archbishops' Council 2006 and published by Church House 
Publishing. 
Eucharistic Prayer from Joining the Angels’ Song © Samuel Wells and Abigail Kocher, 
Canterbury Press 2016. 
Music used in this service is under terms of CCLI Licence 17774 and Streaming 
Licence 169385. 
 


